LAW AND DEMOCRACY WEEK

Course n°6: The Legislative Process and the Life-Cycle of Legislation
(Maryse Forget)

Maryse Forget, LL.B., M.A,, C. Trad. After studying law at the University
of Montreal and a brief stint in private practice, where she practices
labor Law, Maryse Forget left her practice to devote herself to a great
passion: the French language. She obtained an MA in French Studies at
the University of Montreal with the legal analysis of a medieval
literature’s text, followed by a certificate in translation at McGill
University before completing doctoral studies in French literature at the
University of Ottawa.

Her interest for jurilinguistics in Canada’s bilingual and bijural society leads her to dedicate her
career to legal writing and translation.

Parliament is a representative, deliberative and legislative body. In order to understand this fully,
we must ask: how extensive is the concept of “the legislative process”? Within the overall
legislative process, what does the work of parliamentarians as legislators actually comprise? How
do they make the laws of the country and how do they fulfill the other aspects of the mandate to
which they are elected? This class will look at the parliamentary phase of the general legislative
process within the context of the overall process of making rules of law. There will also be
discussion of the other work of parliamentarians. It will also examine the question of the linkage
between politics and legislation, one of the fundamental issues of political law. Are laws made for
the purpose of developing and improving the country through better binding rules, do they
represent an expression of political and / or partisan perspective seeking power and status, or is
the reality an inseparable and perhaps even indefinable combination of the two?




